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Minutes of Student Council 
Meeting held 26.10.2010
Chair: Richard Bidgood

Minutes: Harry Birch

Present: Daniel Jones, Jenny Cooper, Adam Peters, Sam Bartlett, Sophie Kelly, Simon Selby, Sharareh Houshmandyar, Stephanie Scott, Andrea Pieri, Alban Allen, Kate Wardale, Sam Franzo, Laura Ryan Bryce, Oscar Marsh, Mesissa Gough, Ben Stevenson, Carella Fonseca, Richard Boon, Julia Sakhrani, John Grinham, Becky Bath, Richard Potts, Natascha Imlay, Kiel Leaning, Jack Dean, Hayley Barker, Jordon Packham, Alex Peters, David Oldham, Ivan Matsumoto, Emma Greenwell, Mike Grithiths, Dan Hogston, Clair Way, Jonny Gates, Jamie Duncan and Louis Mullane.  
Agenda item UC2010/1 – Welcome
RB opens meeting by welcoming attendees, introducing board and attendees stating their name and position. 
Richard Bidgood (SU President)

Daniel Jones (VP Activities and Participation)

Harry Birch (VP Communications and Campaigns)
Agenda item UC10/2 – Purpose of Student Council
RB informs attendees of the purpose of Student Council, the democratic procedure of voting and how the Student Council provides a platform for the Students' Union to communicate with its membership.

Agenda item UC10/3 – Cuts to Higher Education
RB opens this item by introducing the subject of cuts to higher education whilst drawing attention to the supporting document UC10/3.1 Brown Review. He explained how the Brown Review could affect future student loans, loan replacements, student grants and quality to higher education.

DH asked if the University would increase its tuition fees to £7,000.
RB explained that the University could potentially increase its tuition fees however the fees outlined in the Brown Review are just a proposal to government. The raise in tuition fees motion would still need to be passed in government to enable Bath Spa University to increase their fees. 
Unfortunately the governments response to the Brown Review and if tuition fees will raise is yet to be voted upon in parliament. It is rumoured to be presented and voted for in House of Comms in December 2010. 
RB then moved on to inform the attendees of the importance to appose these cuts to higher education and he further stressed the Students’ Unions priority to represent the student voice and place pressure onto Baths local government to appose the cuts. 
Agenda Item UC10/4 – Demo
RB opens the item by introducing how the Students’ Union and the NUS plan to appose the cuts to higher education. He relays to the meeting that there are plans to do a mass demonstration against cuts to higher education on November 10th in London, Westminster.
He further stressed how the demonstration could unit students together to appose the cuts and how this could have an impact on the governments’ actions to pass the motion. 
DH asks what is the Vice-Chancellors’ position on the cuts to higher education and is he financially supporting the demonstration for the Students’ Union.
RB replies that the Vice-Chancellor is supportive of the Students’ Unions activities but in this case the Vice-Chancellor will not financially support the Students’ Union to go to the demonstration nor does he appose or support the motion.  
HB expresses that the cuts to higher education and the market based system that the Browne Review proposes could have a fundamental impact upon the education system where by degrees will be valued differently in terms of money and quality. 
NL explains how the Browne Reviews re-payment system of loans could potentially be better than the current one as you would not have to back anything until you earn £21,000.
RBOON expresses that for a graduate to earn less than £21,000 is un- inspirational and is not a true reflection of what graduates should aim towards.

DH asks if the cuts to higher education are passed within the government what does NUS propose as an alternative?, graduate tax? 

RB stated that NUS’s position was unclear and started to draw the agenda to a close. 

HB expresses that to ensure that we get a fair representation of what the students at Bath Spa University want to do we should vote if the student council would be in favour of their Students’ Union spending £1,000 towards the demonstration, as this would enable our students to attend the demo.    

DJ points out that the Students’ Union would not solely fund the £1,000 as fundraisers will make up some of the money and other Unions have contributed on behalf of our Students’ Union.

DH asks how much money the Students’ Union will pay to go up to the demo.
RB explains the cost break down for the funding for the demo. National Union of Teachers £100, Unison £50, NASUWT £100, Fundraising £132, students attending the demo will make a donation and then our Students’ Union will cover the deficit which he suggested might be around £100. 

 He then proposes that the Student Council should vote in favour if they want the Students’ Union to provide coaches for 100 people to attend the demo. 
Vote - Motion Passed
Agenda Item UC10/5 – Sion Hill Representation

JC opens the item by introducing herself and her role as the Arts and Design Officer and how she wants to increase the representation and presence of the Students’ Unions at Bath Spa University, Sion Hill campus. 
She then asks the meeting what lengths do the clubs and societies take to engage with the students at Sion Hill campus besides having stalls at the Freshers’ Fair on Newton Park Campus. 
JD replies that the majority of students at Bath Spa University are based at the Newton Park Campus and for clubs and societies to further engage with the Sion Hill campus would that not means that clubs and societies would have to engage with Corsham Court and Dartmouth Avenue.  

He then expresses that the Sion Hill campus does not have sufficient student numbers for clubs and societies to further engage with the Sion Hill students. 
JC responds that the students at Sion Hill campus should be given the same opportunities and access to information as the students who attend the Newton Park Campus. 

JD replies that students living in private accommodation have the same issues of access to information as the students at Sion Hill campus, such as Freshers’ Fair, as they have to travel on the bus to get the information.  

JC responds that students at the Sion Hill campus do not have the same physical presence of the Students’ Union as students who attend the Newton Park campus and therefore, there is inequality of access of information.
DJ replies that with regards to clubs and societies it is up to each separate club and societies to sufficiently engage with the student population at Bath Spa University.

He further stresses that the Sion Hill campus is an untapped resources for the clubs and societies and he points out how the students at the Sion Hill campus can make a huge impact upon the clubs and societies.

NI responds that most of the clubs and societies meet up in the evening away from Bath Spa University campuses and therefore students who attend the Sion Hill campus are not disadvantaged. Additionally, she airs that the Students’ Union has a website, a Facebook group and E-newsletter which can be viewed at any location.
HB expresses that there is work currently being done to tackle the communication situation with the Sion Hill Campus. 
He states to the Student Council that the Students’ Union will have a presence at the Sion Hill campus twice a week, Mondays and Fridays from the 22nd November. Furthermore, he airs that there will be a TV plasma screen placed in the Refectory for the Students Union to use and clubs and societies can access this and use this to communicate with the students at the Sion Hill Campus.
DH asks if the Students’ Union’s support system which was lost at the Sion Hill campus because of the sale of Somerset Court would be reinstated.
HB responded that there has been a motion passed by Bath Spa University that the Sion Hill campus will be provided with a space for student support services, including the Students’ Union, via an outside American styled caravan. This will provide the support system which had been lost because of the sale from Somerset Court. 
RB proposes that the Students’ Union should investigate into ways that the Students’ Union can increase visibility and representation at Sion Hill campus.

Vote – Motion Passed

Agenda Item UC10/6 – Buses

BS opens this item by introducing how the current bus system differs from the old.  He expressed that the old orange bus system operated via a loop back and forth from Bath Spa and Bath University and the new one operates via a loop back and forth from Bath Spa University and Bath town centre.  
He airs that the old bus system suited the sports and societies better since students studying at Bath Spa Universities Newton Park Campus were able to travel to Bath University regularly and use their facilities. 

JP responds that the Students’ Union should be concentrating on connecting all of Bath Spa University campuses rather than trying to connect to Bath University.  He then expresses that the current bus system is running under capacity for its demand and this should be an issue that should be tackled. 
BS responded that the current Spa2 bus system is not being used to its capacity. 
DJ then airs his concerns that the students at Bath Spa University do not know of the Spa2 bus system. He then asks everyone in the meeting if they know of the two different bus systems, Spa1 and Spa2. 

NI replies that she is aware of the Spa2 bus system and then goes on to explain how beneficial this bus system is compared to Spa1 since this has cut down her journey.

She then expresses that the current bus system has improved since last year and has become more reliable but then enquires as to whether any other more Spa2 buses could run in the morning. 
HB points out that this is a common problem for companies wanting more buses in the morning but then goes on to explain that to increase the amount of buses in the morning might increase students bus fees.

DH expresses concern that the two bus systems, Spa1 and Spa2, are not well advertise and this might be the problem behind students not catching the bus in the morning. 

He then enquirers to whether the students’ Union could promote the Spa2 bus system more to first year students and then goes on the agree with BS that the larger bus loop system should be reinstated. 

RB points out that the old larger bus loop system was replaced with the current Spa1 and Spa2 system as this system provides a greater flexibility to Bath Spa University since we do not have to negotiate bus timetables with Bath University.

BS then expressed that the new bus system of Spa1 and Spa2 needs to provide more buses regularly so that students who want to use Bath University’s facilities can get in town more easily. He then proposes an alternative by enquiring to whether the old bus system could be reinstated.  

HB points out that to change the new bus system back to the old bus system could potentially increase the bus fee for students. He then relays to the meeting that the percentage of students who wish to use Bath University’s facilities probably does not out weight the increase in bus fees for everyone else who doesn’t want to use the facilities.

 RB agrees and then expresses that we as a students’ Union should concentrate on notifying the bus company First then their services is not satisfactory. 
He then replays to the meeting that there is a current complaints system in operation via a complaints form on the Students’ Union website and the more complaints First receive from students at Bath Spa University the better the quality of the bus service. 

SS expresses her concern that the Spa1 system, which takes longer to get to Bath Spa University, leaves town, the Railway Station, before Spa2 and therefore the Spa2 system is under used and under advertised.

RB proposes that the Students Union should look at advertising the Spa2 bus system at the railway station and inside the buses, enquire if it is possible to increase the bus service, Spa1 and Spa2, in the mornings and reinstate the old bus loop system and advertise the bus complaints system on the university website. 
JD expresses his concern that enquiring to reinstating the old bus loop system would not be representative of the whole student council and therefore should be voted on separately. 

RB responds and proposes that the students’ council should vote firstly on investigating into the viability to reinstate the old bus loop system.
Vote – Motion Passed

Secondly he proposes that the Students’ Union should look into advertising the Spa2 bus system at the railway station and inside the buses and also enquire if it is possible to increase the bus service, Spa1 and Spa2, in the mornings.

Vote – Motion Passed

Agenda Item UC10/7 – W.A.F

BS opens this item by introducing the issue with students getting Wednesday afternoons free. He then relays to the meeting that students are no longer facing penalties from their lectures for missing Wednesday afternoons, which is positive, but also states that students should not have to miss their lectures and choose between extra curricular activities and their degree. 
DJ points out students getting Wednesday afternoons free at Bath Spa University is a long running campaign and is always on the Students’ Unions agenda. 

He then reports that Pradeep the Head of the Sion Hill Campus is trying to get Wednesdays afternoon free for the Art and Design student’s and states that this is a big leap forward for the Students’ Union. 

NI enquires if Bath Spa University would be prepared to move some of its lectures off Wednesday and move them to Saturdays to free up rooms and student timetables. 

DJ replies that he does not feel that this would be possible as this would cause problems for the lectures timetables. 
He then mentions that students should not be penalised for taking Wednesday afternoons off and then asks the meeting if the Students’ Union should run another W.A.F campaign.

BS agrees with DJ and airs that the Students’ Union should do another W.A.F campaign.

RB proposes that the Students’ Union should run a W.A.F campaign. 

Vote – Motion Passed

(A short break from the agenda)

The Mayor of Bath, Shawn McGall, presents a speech about the parliamentary chambers in Bath and invites the Student Council body for drinks in the Mayors Parlour afterwards.
Agenda Item UC10/8 – Society Support Agreement

IM opens the item by introducing himself and his society called the Guild and then proposes an agreement that societies can sign to mutually support each other. 
DJ points out that sport at Bath Spa University have a similar agreement which comes under the Athletic Union where sports teams meet once every few month to discuss issue that they are facing. 

He then relays to the meeting that societies also have a similar structure in place where Adam Paters, who is the Students’ Union Clubs and Societies Office, chairs a council which takes place once every few month to discuss issue that societies face. 
He then goes on to express his opinion that this might be sufficient for societies, I, E the Guild. 
IM responds that some societies find it difficult to showcase their talents and work and perhaps the agreement could tackle this issue. 

BS agrees that societies and sports find it difficult to showcase their work and this could be addressed via the agreement.
HB suggests that rather than creating a whole new structure would it not be wroth while adding to the already created Athletic Union and Societies councils and filtering in this aspect. 

IM accepts that this might be possible and states that he feels that this is an issue which needs to be addressed but he does not have a solution to the problem. 

RB agrees that collaboration with sports and societies is always positives but also responds that signing an agreement form might not produce the result that it might intend to as its too rigid of a structure. 
SS enquires to see if it would be possible to have an open access board for sports and societies to use to share resources, contacts and information. 

HB asks the meeting if what they want to propose is a joint space where sports and societies can share resources, contacts and information and if they want this virtually or physically.

RBoon responds by proposing to use Facebook.

HB points out the Facebook is a useful resource but the management of Facebook can lead to problems.
SK agrees and mentions that virtual resources can sometimes put up a barrier to people using it to its full potential so a physical resource might work better. 
RB proposes that IM works with the Students’ Union to provide a space for the clubs and societies to share resources, information and contacts.  

Vote – Motion Passed
Agenda Item UC10/9 – Society Funding Issues
RB states that JD is not present and therefore Student Council will skip this agenda and discuss the next agenda item. 
Agenda Item UC10/10 – Non-Attendees
AP opens the item by introducing the issue of non-attendees at student council meetings and how this has a detrimental impact on how the meetings are run. 
He then proposes a three strike policy where if representative does not show up without a prior apology they will become sanctioned by cutting the representatives funding. 

RB expresses how important of an issue this is since without a good turn out of representatives the Students’ Union can not accurately represent its students. 

HB points out that this issue has been addressed at the last Students’ Council and what was decided was a two strikes rule whereby if the representative did not show up twice in a row or send their apologies they would have to step down from their post. 

He then asks the meeting if they wish to make this rule harsher or more lenient.

DJ replies by stating that we as a Students’ Union can not make a representative step down as this is undemocratic and would go against some of our Union constitution policies.

AP agrees that the Students’ Union should move away from false registrations and discipline non-attendees through their funding systems. 
He then proposes to make a formal action by moving the sanction away from false registrations to cutting the representatives funding system via a fine.  

RB agrees and proposes to move the sanction for non-attendee away from false registrations, to cutting the representatives funding system via a fine.

Vote – Motion Passed
Agenda Item UC10/11 – Open the Floor to Questions

Rboon raises the question about how do clubs and societies borrow the Students’ Unions bus. 
DJ responses that clubs and society members who have been driving for three years without any point on the license can take a test and this would qualify them to rent out and drive the bus. 

NI asks if it would be possible to lower the number of members needed to create a society. 

RB points out that in the Students’ Union constitution it states that a society will need a minimum of 10 member but he then goes on to mention that we at the Students’ Union can research into this further to see if this is possible.  

Rboon raises the question if it would be possible to do a re-Freshers fair at the Sion Hill Campus with all the clubs and societies.

DJ points out that re-Freshers fair last year at Newton Park did not do as well as the Students’ Union intended but  stated that a re-Freshers’ fair at the Sion Hill campus might work well.
RB responded that this is something which we at the Students’ Union can look into. 
He then states to the meeting that there is an eco funding award available which students can apply for called the Tony Dewberry Memorial Funding and the Environmental Solutions Awards. .
No other business is raised. 

RB meeting closed. 
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